
 

Ethical Duties of Attorneys: 
Illinois Rules of Professional Conduct 

 
Issue 1: 
 
RULE 1.1: COMPETENCE 
      A lawyer shall provide competent representation to a client. Competent representation requires 
the legal knowledge, skill, thoroughness and preparation reasonably necessary for the representation. 
 
Issue 2: 
 
RULE 1.7: CONFLICT OF INTEREST: CURRENT CLIENTS 
      (a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), a lawyer shall not represent a client if the representation 
involves a concurrent conflict of interest. A concurrent conflict of interest exists if: 
            (1) the representation of one client will be directly adverse to another client; or 

 (2) there is a significant risk that the representation of one or more clients will be materially 
 limited by the lawyer’s responsibilities to another client, a former client or a third person or 
 by a personal interest of the lawyer. 

      (b) Notwithstanding the existence of a concurrent conflict of interest under paragraph (a), a lawyer 
may represent a client if: 

 (1) the lawyer reasonably believes that the lawyer will be able to provide competent and 
 diligent representation to each affected client; 

(2) the representation is not prohibited by law; 
 (3) the representation does not involve the assertion of a claim by one client against another 
 client represented by the lawyer in the same litigation or other proceeding before a tribunal; 
 and 
 (4) each affected client gives informed consent. 
 

RULE 1.8: CONFLICT OF INTEREST: CURRENT CLIENTS: SPECIFIC RULES 
      (a) A lawyer shall not enter into a business transaction with a client or knowingly acquire an 
ownership, possessory, security or other pecuniary interest adverse to a client unless: 

 (1) the transaction and terms on which the lawyer acquires the interest are fair and reasonable 
 to the client and are fully disclosed and transmitted in writing in a manner that can be 
 reasonably understood by the client; 
 (2) the client is informed in writing that the client may seek the advice of independent legal 
 counsel on the transaction, and is given a reasonable opportunity to do so; and 
 (3) the client gives informed consent, in a writing signed by the client, to the essential terms 
 of the transaction and the lawyer’s role in the transaction, including whether the lawyer is 
 representing the client in the transaction. 

      (b) A lawyer shall not use information relating to representation of a client to the disadvantage of 
the client unless the client gives informed consent, except as permitted or required by these Rules. 
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      (c) A lawyer shall not solicit any substantial gift from a client, including a testamentary gift, or 
prepare on behalf of a client an instrument giving the lawyer or a person related to the lawyer any 
substantial gift unless the lawyer or other recipient of the gift is related to the client. For purposes of 
this paragraph, related persons include a spouse, child, grandchild, parent, grandparent or other 
relative or individual with whom the lawyer or the client maintains a close, familial relationship. 
      (d) Prior to the conclusion of representation of a client, a lawyer shall not make or negotiate an 
agreement giving the lawyer literary or media rights to a portrayal or account based in substantial part 
on information relating to the representation. 
      (e) A lawyer shall not provide financial assistance to a client in connection with pending or 
contemplated litigation, except that: 

 (1) a lawyer may advance court costs and expenses of litigation, the repayment of which may 
 be contingent on the outcome of the matter; and 
 (2) a lawyer representing an indigent client may pay court costs and expenses of litigation on 
 behalf of the client. 

      (f) A lawyer shall not accept compensation for representing a client from one other than the client 
unless: 

 (1) the client gives informed consent; 
 (2) there is no interference with the lawyer’s independence of professional judgment or with 
 the client-lawyer relationship; and 
 (3) information relating to representation of a client is protected as required by Rule 1.6. 

      (g) A lawyer who represents two or more clients shall not participate in making an aggregate 
settlement of the claims of or against the clients, or in a criminal case an aggregated agreement as to 
guilty or nolo contendere pleas, unless each client gives informed consent, in a writing signed by the 
client. The lawyer’s disclosure shall include the existence and nature of all the claims or pleas 
involved and of the participation of each person in the settlement. 
      (h) A lawyer shall not: 

 (1) make an agreement prospectively limiting the lawyer’s liability to a client for malpractice 
 unless the client is independently represented in making the agreement; or 
 (2) settle a claim or potential claim for such liability with an unrepresented client or former 
 client unless that person is advised in writing of the desirability of seeking and is given a 
 reasonable opportunity to seek the advice of independent legal counsel in connection 
 therewith. 

       (i) A lawyer shall not acquire a proprietary interest in the cause of action or subject matter of 
litigation the lawyer is conducting for a client, except that the lawyer may: 

 (1) acquire a lien authorized by law to secure the lawyer’s fee or expenses; 
 and 
 (2) contract with a client for a reasonable contingent fee in a civil case. 

      (j) A lawyer shall not have sexual relations with a client unless a consensual sexual relationship 
existed between them when the client-lawyer relationship commenced. 
      (k) While lawyers are associated in a firm, a prohibition in the foregoing paragraphs (a) through 
(i) that applies to any one of them shall apply to all of them. 
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RULE 1.9: DUTIES TO FORMER CLIENTS 
      (a) A lawyer who has formerly represented a client in a matter shall not thereafter represent 
another person in the same or a substantially related matter in which that person’s interests are 
materially adverse to the interests of the former client unless the former client gives informed consent. 
      (b) A lawyer shall not knowingly represent a person in the same or a substantially related matter 
in which a firm with which the lawyer formerly was associated had previously represented a client 

 (1) whose interests are materially adverse to that person; and 
 (2) about whom the lawyer had acquired information protected by Rules 1.6 and 1.9(c) that is 
 material to the matter; unless the former client gives informed consent. 

      (c) A lawyer who has formerly represented a client in a matter or whose present or former firm 
has formerly represented a client in a matter shall not thereafter: 

 (1) use information relating to the representation to the disadvantage of the former client 
 except as these Rules would permit or require with respect to a client, or when the information 
 has become generally known; or 
 (2) reveal information relating to the representation except as these Rules would permit or 
 require with respect to a client. 
 

Issue 3: 
 
RULE 2.1: ADVISOR 
 In representing a client, a lawyer shall exercise independent professional judgment and render 
candid advice. In rendering advice, a lawyer may refer not only to law but to other considerations 
such as moral, economic, social and political factors, that may be relevant to the client’s situation. 
 
Issue 4: 
 
RULE 3.1: MERITORIOUS CLAIMS AND CONTENTIONS 
      A lawyer shall not bring or defend a proceeding, or assert or controvert an issue therein, unless 
there is a basis in law and fact for doing so that is not frivolous, which includes a good-faith argument 
for an extension, modification or reversal of existing law. A lawyer for the defendant in a criminal 
proceeding, or the respondent in a proceeding that could result in incarceration, may nevertheless so 
defend the proceeding as to require that every element of the case be established. 
 
Issue 5: 
 
RULE 3.3: CANDOR TOWARD THE TRIBUNAL 
      (a) A lawyer shall not knowingly: 

 (1) make a false statement of fact or law to a tribunal or fail to correct a false statement of 
 material fact or law previously made to the tribunal by the lawyer; 
 (2) fail to disclose to the tribunal legal authority in the controlling jurisdiction known to the 
 lawyer to be directly adverse to the position of the client and not disclosed by opposing 
 counsel; or 
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 (3) offer evidence that the lawyer knows to be false. If a lawyer, the lawyer’s client, or a 
 witness called by the lawyer, has offered material evidence and the lawyer comes to know of 
 its falsity, the lawyer shall take reasonable remedial measures, including, if necessary, 
 disclosure to the tribunal. A lawyer may refuse to offer evidence, other than the testimony of 
 a defendant in a criminal matter, that the lawyer reasonably believes is false. 

      (b) A lawyer who represents a client in an adjudicative proceeding and who knows that a person 
intends to engage, is engaging or has engaged in criminal or fraudulent conduct related to the 
proceeding shall take reasonable remedial measures, including, if necessary, disclosure to the tribunal. 
      (c) The duties stated in paragraphs (a) and (b) continue to the conclusion of the proceeding, and 
apply even if compliance requires disclosure of information otherwise protected by Rule 1.6. 
      (d) In an ex parte proceeding, a lawyer shall inform the tribunal of all material facts known to the 
lawyer that will enable the tribunal to make an informed decision, whether or not the facts are adverse. 
 
Issue 6: 
 
RULE 3.4: FAIRNESS TO OPPOSING PARTY AND COUNSEL 
      A lawyer shall not: 
      (a) unlawfully obstruct another party’s access to evidence or unlawfully alter, destroy or conceal 
a document or other material having potential evidentiary value. A lawyer shall not counsel or assist 
another person to do any such act; 
      (b) falsify evidence, counsel or assist a witness to testify falsely, or offer an inducement to a 
witness that is prohibited by law; 
      (c) knowingly disobey an obligation under the rules of a tribunal, except for an open refusal based 
on an assertion that no valid obligation exists; 
      (d) in pretrial procedure, make a frivolous discovery request or fail to make reasonably diligent 
effort to comply with a legally proper discovery request by an opposing party; 
      (e) in trial, allude to any matter that the lawyer does not reasonably believe is relevant or that will 
not be supported by admissible evidence, assert personal knowledge of facts in issue except when 
testifying as a witness, or state a personal opinion as to the justness of a cause, the credibility of a 
witness, the culpability of a civil litigant or the guilt or innocence of an accused; or 
      (f) request a person other than a client to refrain from voluntarily giving relevant information to 
another party unless: 

 (1) the person is a relative or an employee or other agent of a client; and 
 (2) the lawyer reasonably believes that the person’s interests will not be adversely affected by 
 refraining from giving such information. 
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Issue 7: 
 
RULE 3.5: IMPARTIALITY AND DECORUM OF THE TRIBUNAL 
      A lawyer shall not: 
      (a) seek to influence a judge, juror, prospective juror or other official by means prohibited by law; 
      (b) communicate ex parte with such a person during the proceeding unless authorized to do so by 
law or court order; 
      (c) communicate with a juror or prospective juror after discharge of the jury if: 

 (1) the communication is prohibited by law or court order; 
 (2) the juror has made known to the lawyer a desire not to communicate; or 
 (3) the communication involves misrepresentation, coercion, duress or harassment; or 

      (d) engage in conduct intended to disrupt a tribunal. 
 
Issue 8: 
 
RULE 1.6: CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION 
  
      (a) A lawyer shall not reveal information relating to the representation of a client unless the client 
gives informed consent, the disclosure is impliedly authorized in order to carry out the representation, 
or the disclosure is permitted by paragraph (b) or required by paragraph (c). 
      (b) A lawyer may reveal information relating to the representation of a client to the extent the 
lawyer reasonably believes necessary: 

      (1) to prevent the client from committing a crime in circumstances other than those specified 
in paragraph (c); 
      (2) to prevent the client from committing fraud that is reasonably certain to result in substantial 
injury to the financial interests or property of another and in furtherance of which the client has 
used or is using the lawyer’s services; 
      (3) to prevent, mitigate or rectify substantial injury to the financial interests or property of 
another that is reasonably certain to result or has resulted from the client’s commission of a crime 
or fraud in furtherance of which the client has used the lawyer’s services; 
      (4) to secure legal advice about the lawyer’s compliance with these Rules; 
      (5) to establish a claim or defense on behalf of the lawyer in a controversy between the lawyer 
and the client, to establish a defense to a criminal charge or civil claim against the lawyer based 
upon conduct in which the client was involved, or to respond to allegations in any proceeding 
concerning the lawyer’s representation of the client; or 
      (6) to comply with other law or a court order; or. 
      (7) to detect and resolve conflicts of interest if the revealed information would not prejudice 
the client. 

      (c) A lawyer shall reveal information relating to the representation of a client to the extent the 
lawyer reasonably believes necessary to prevent reasonably certain death or substantial bodily harm. 
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      (d) Information received by a lawyer participating in a meeting or proceeding with a trained 
intervener or panel of trained interveners of an approved lawyers’ assistance program, or in an 
intermediary program approved by a circuit court in which nondisciplinary complaints against judges 
or lawyers can be referred, shall be considered information relating to the representation of a client 
for purposes of these Rules. 
      (e) A lawyer shall make reasonable efforts to prevent the inadvertent or unauthorized disclosure 
of, or unauthorized access to, information relating to the representation of a client. 
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